
             REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

NOVEMBER 2, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS COMMISSION 

CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7
TH

 STREET OF SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Commissioner Steve Bodnar  

Commissioner Justin Willis 

Commissioner Ben Maples  

       City Manager A. F. Taylor  

City Attorney Tom Moore 

 

Members Absent:    Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

            

 Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Jim Nelson, Bob Brinkmann, Steve Ramos, Kelly 

Hays, Susan Graves, Mark Graves, Sherry Harper, Chad Rhoades, Jerry Galloway, Meredith Laurent, 

Paul J. Jenkins, Ray Oglesby, Reece Spencer, Jackie Wiswell, Leo Montoya, Jodi Montoya, Mike 

Running, Randal Hamby, Shawn Frische, Holly LaFever, Grace Pierson, Gary Edwards, Richard R. 

Roberts, Kay Christie, Ted Walden and Jerry Hamby.  

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

 

 During attending citizens and their business, City Attorney Tom Moore said it has been his 

privilege and honor to serve as City Attorney for the City of Dumas since December 4, 1989.  As the City 

Attorney he has had the opportunity to work with the best people in the community, City Employees and 

City Commission that want to do what is good for the City of Dumas and its citizens.  Mr. Moore said 

with great regret and sadness that he is announcing his resignation as City Attorney, effective January 1, 

2016.  Mr. Moore said he is 72 years old and is resigning because twenty-six years is long enough, he 

wants to watch Monday night football and fly fish. The city government is in good hands; we have the 

best fire chief and police chief in the state.  Mr. Moore said the city staff is dedicated and well trained and 

he especially thanked City Secretary Kim Rehkopf, Finance Director Dottie Crockett and Human 

Resource Director Brenda Koehn for their work and assistance. Mr. Moore also thanked his law firm 

partners, Kyle Lewis and Rick Russwurm for allowing him to do non-economic activities for the city, 

such as creation of DEDC, legal work for the Chamber of Commerce, YMCA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts 

and Little League without compensation, he has made significant contributions to the community.  Mr. 

Moore thanked the City Commission and their predecessors for the confidence that they have expressed 

by allowing him to serve as City Attorney. Mr. Moore said he would continue to serve until the city finds 

a replacement and would be available in the future. Mr. Moore said there is one remaining litigation that 

has not been completed and he will continue as legal counsel until that case is resolved.  Mr. Moore 

wished the Commission and the City of Dumas the best and said the City of Dumas would continue to be 

successful.  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed 

unanimously to approve the October 19, 2015 Regular City Commission meeting minutes and paying the 

bills.  

  

Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 



City Manager Arbie Taylor said that Sherry Harper is trying to sell her house at 509 Pine and is 

asking for a variance.  Mr. Taylor said the city ordinance requires a minimum frontage of 50 feet and her 

lot is 49 feet and was subdivided. Mr. Taylor said the lender/appraiser will not approve the sale of the 

property because it does not meet the current city ordinance. A motion was made by Commissioner 

Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Willis, and passed unanimously to approve a variance from Zoning 

Ordinance 443, Section 6, Paragraph E for Sherry Harper, 509 Pine, because the property is grandfathered 

in.  

 

Mark Graves told the Commission he owns the old Dumas Animal Hospital and would like the 

Commission to consider allowing him to move a water line from 12
th
 & Twichell to 12

th
 & Wilson, which 

is on the west side of the railroad tracks.  Mr. Graves said he has had to fix the line twice because the line 

was crushed by trucks and it is beside a fiber optic line.  Mayor Sims stated that the city does have water 

at that location. Mike Cook told the Commission they should help Mr. Graves move the line. The 

Commission said they would help. A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, seconded by Mayor 

Sims, and passed unanimously to allow Mark Graves to move a water line from 12
th
 & Twichell to 12

th
 & 

Wilson. 

 

Chad Rhoades asked the Commission for water outside the city limits at 104 Winn.  Mr. Rhoades 

said he has purchased a lot and plans on building a house.  Mr. Rhoades said there is city water at the 

surrounding houses. A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Willis, 

and passed unanimously to allow water outside the city limits at 104 Winn for Chad Rhoades. 

 

DEDC Director Mike Running thanked City Attorney Tom Moore for his service and efforts. Mr. 

Running would like the Commission to consider reappointing Chris Johnson, Gene Legg, Bob Brinkmann 

and Ray Oglesby to the DEDC board of directors. A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, 

seconded by Commissioner Willis, and passed unanimously to approve the reappointment of Chris 

Johnson, Gene Legg, Bob Brinkmann and Ray Oglesby to the DEDC board of directors. 

    

 Mayor Sims opened the Work Session. 

 

 The Commission discussed water service outside the city limits.  City Manager Arbie Taylor said 

there was some confusion concerning property belonging to Kelly Hays, whether it was in the city limits 

or outside the city limits. The appraisal district showed the property was outside the city limits. The 

appraisal district later confirmed they had made a mistake when entering the property description and part 

of the property is inside the city limits. Mr. Hays will have to pay back taxes on the property.  Mayor 

Sims said the Commission wanted to make clear that there was property inside the city limits. 

 

 Commissioner Bodnar said he wanted to discuss TxDOT reconstruction on Highway 287.  People 

have heard that the project was continuing and wanted to address rumors.  Commissioner Bodnar said the 

state does not require the city to do this project.  The removal of traffic lights will affect businesses down 

town and the project will last about two and a half years.  Commissioner Bodnar said the project will be 

from 1
st
 Street through 14

th
 Street and off street parking should be discussed. Gary Edwards with Edwards 

Chrysler, Dodge and Jeep said the project would definitely affect his business and asked why there hasn’t 

been a public forum, which included TxDOT, to answer questions. Mayor Sims said the forum was 

cancelled because the Commission needed exact costs on the project, but there will be a public forum 

when he receives all of the information. Mayor Sims said there are two concerns: the water lines on 

Dumas Avenue are aging and during leaks the valves won’t turn off; Dumas Avenue would not need 

repaired as often if concrete was put down, concrete should last thirty years and  there are repairs every 

four years with asphalt.  Other citizens had questions but they did not pertain to the agenda.    

 

Meeting adjourned.                     



                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

                                               

_______________________   

A.F. Taylor, City Manager 


